THE CIRCUS INFINITE
Chapter Breakdown


Chapter One

JES, a mixed-species empath, has just escaped the Institute studying his gravity manipulation ability. He decides the infamous pleasure moon is the perfect place to lay low - he can more easily fade into the background among the partiers of every species who flock there, or so he hopes. On board the shuttle, he meets ESMÉE, an aspiring singer of the Asuna species, travelling to the moon on family business. Upon arrival in Port Ruby, the main city on the moon, he consults his dowsing crystal, then makes his way to a circus show at the Luna Lux Resort Casino.


Chapter Two

Jes sneaks his way into the circus show and, enthralled by the performances and getting a good vibe from the environment and workers there, asks the crew chief for a job. During the conversation, an equipment failure occurs putting himself, BO, a member of the cast/crew, and QUINT, the crew chief, at risk. He uses his gravity manipulation powers to keep them all from getting crushed.


Flashback: The Institute

Jes, wired up in a lab, uses his gravity to successfully float a five hundred kilogram object. He susses the sadism of the lead researcher, Matheson.


Chapter Three

Jes explains to those present that the Institute had been studying his gravity powers using torturous methods. He reveals his own parents had sold him to the organization. In addition to Bo and Quint, the others present are: ESSA, an aerialist, QUASH O-THAR, a fortuneteller, and the TRIPLETS, identical acrobat sisters. He’s offered an apprentice role on the circus crew and Quint and Essa offer him their spare room.


Flashback: Grandmother

Jes remembers his grandmother and the day she gave him the dowsing crystal he still carries and uses in the current storyline.



Chapter Four

Jes is interviewed by ALEIA, the general manager of the circus, during which he reveals his empathic sense (he gets it from his human side) and history of petty crime. Jes and Bo agree to “hang out sometime.” Esmée arrives with her parents ENOVO and ERONDA, who have come to inform Essa of the death of her mother, Eronda’s sister, per the custom of their people. Essa, who is a human and Asuna hybrid, explains elements of Asuna culture to Jes, specifically rites for the dead and the attitude towards mixed-species individuals.


Flashback: The Institute

On this day Jes is strapped face down on a table, and Matheson cuts into his brain to obtain a tissue sample from a unique gland he has. A new subject is moved into the room next to his.


Chapter Five

Aleia asks Jes to accompany her to a meeting with NIKO DAX, the crime-boss who owns the Luna Lux and is an investor in the circus. She hopes that his empathic sense can give her an edge. Needing him to look less raggedy, she sends Jes to MOXO THRON, the juggler, for a makeover. Jes and Moxo get to know each other during a haircut and wardrobe upgrade.


Flashback: Nooafar Prefecture

It’s a day he’s hanging with his old crew back on Rigel Prime, and they’re spraypainting, putting up murals. The authorities arrive and they scatter, Jes with a girl who kisses him as a ruse to evade capture. Jes is repulsed by the kiss, and struggles to understand why.


Chapter Six

At their meeting, Niko demands a revamp of the show and increases in attendance and revenue. In addition, he demands an increased tithe from Aleia. Jes susses that Niko has already made a decision. Later, Jes uses his empathic ability to suss the audience during a performance, in an effort to identify places where audience attention lags. After the show, he and Bo hang out at the house where Bo lives with other members of the circus. There’s a spark between them, and Jes reveals he is asexual. Bo indicates that’s not a dealbreaker for him when it comes to a deeper relationship. While watching the triplet acrobats practice, Jes comes up with an idea for an after-party experience that can be sold as a VIP perk. He also uses his gravity ability to float the Triplets, who discover new ways of moving in zero-gravity and invite Jes to develop an act with them.




Flashback: Boyhood Games

It’s a day with the neighborhood boys, who challenge him to kill a small animal they’ve captured. These same boys taunt him because of his mixed-species heritage. He refuses to kill, and instead attacks one of these bullies before running away. His father is unsympathetic, and wonders what’s wrong with him.


Chapter Seven

Jes presents his ideas for revising the show to Aleia, including the after party experience. She sends him to fetch Quash O-Thar, whose particular gift of insight she wants to consult while making her decisions. On the way, Jes has another encounter with Niko Dax, who displays an intense curiosity towards him. Quash O-Thar shares some information about his species, the Mantodeans, and the way they perceive the weave of spacetime. He also invites Jes and Bo to an Orbital - an event hosted by members of his species. Later, after the evening performance, Jes, Bo, Quint, Essa, Esmée and the Triplets hang out in the backstage lounge. Esmée sings for the group, and Jes and the Triplets demonstrate the act they’re developing. Aleia, to everyone’s surprise, is working late and witnesses this.


Chapter Eight

Aleia has agreed to Jes’ proposed changes, and new acts are added while others are cut. Esmée has been offered a role singing with the house band. Moxo confronts Jes over the show revisions, as he had once presented the same concepts to Aleia, but was shot down. His resentment of Jes, the new kid who stole his thunder, is apparent. Esmée informs her parents she’s staying in Port Ruby to perform with the circus. They are not pleased.


Flashback: Mother

He’s with his mother, who has just fetched him from detention by the authorities for pickpocketing. Neither of them are happy.


Chapter Nine

Niko reveals his knowledge of Jes’ fugitive status, and the bounty on his head. Jes reluctantly shares the specifics of his powers. The crimeboss demands that Jes use his abilities on his behalf, in exchange for keeping his location hidden from the Institute. Later that night, he accompanies Niko and his assistant LURA to meet up at Niko’s remote, private shuttlepad. Jes helps reveal that this associate - a narcotics dealer - has been supplying a rival of Niko’s - who turns out to be DANAE, Aleia’s sister. After ordering Jes to use his gravity powers to crash the dealer’s shuttle, Niko kills the dealer and his crew. Jes and Lura comb the shuttle for survivors and contraband, and find more of the drug that is supposed to be exclusive to Niko. Jes is then tasked with infiltrating Danae’s club to find evidence of her unauthorized operation.


Flashback: Grandfather

It’s the day his grandfather takes him to taste the Waters of Indra - waters that spring from a special fountain and sacred place on the human planet Indra. These waters awaken Jes’ empathic and intuitive senses, allowing him to suss.


Chapter Ten-Zero

Jes brings Bo as his date to the Orbital event, where they board a Mantodean intraspatial sphere, are fed a psychoactive potion, and by a folding of time and space, travel to different scenic locations on the moon including a canyon, a forest and a lake. The two develop deeper feelings for each other while taking in the sights. At the end of the journey, they’re informed they’ve returned to the moment they left, and thus still have the whole night ahead of them.


Chapter Ten

Jes and Bo go to the party at Bo’s house where Jes is introduced to JOJO and SILAS, former members of the crew who now work on the tour of a popular popstar in town for an extended engagement. They are invited to the show and to meet the popstar. Still experiencing the lingering effects of the Mantodean potion, and having consumed other substances at this party, Jes becomes overwhelmed by the emotional input of everyone around him. He has a panic attack, and Bo guides him out of the party, up to the roof of the house where they are joined by Esmée. He tells them of the task he must perform for Niko, and they agree to help him.


Chapter Eleven

Jes and his friends attend the popstar’s anticipated concert, and are caught up in the rapturous release of the moment among the multispecies crowd. Backstage after the show, they meet pop sensation and the face of hybrid culture, JASMINE JONAH. She’s fabulous, of course. She agrees to attend opening night of the revamped circus show. At the reception after the concert, the group is approached by Niko Dax who subtly nudges Jes about the recon mission at the club. Niko expresses his desire to meet with Esmée’s parents, to discuss a business idea. The group also encounters Moxo Thron, who is petty and passive aggressive to Jes.



Flashback: The Institute

Matheson asks Jes to crush an object from the inside. Jes intuits how to do this. After the tests, the new subject in the room next door, MINU, makes telepathic contact.


Chapter Twelve

Jes, Bo and Esmée go to the club, a house of pleasure, where they pose as a polyamorous trio. Using his intuition and dowsing crystal, Jes locates the contraband narcotics Niko is looking for, then uses his gravity ability to access them. He’s almost caught by a lackey at the club. Jes susses the sexuality and unhindered lust in the place, which given his experience of asexuality, is so discomfiting he becomes physically ill.


Flashback: The Institute

He’s in a group counselling session with Minu, who can manipulate the molecular cohesion of matter, and a girl named ROSA who has electromagnetic abilities. The three subjects are belligerent to the Counsellor.


Chapter Thirteen

The new show is coming together and everyone does their part. Niko summons Jes to his office, and “requests” that he help with an interrogation. The subject is the lackey that almost caught him at the club, and the interrogation turns into a torture session as Niko flays the lackey’s hand, then orders Jes to use his gravity ability to crush it. Jes complies and is traumatized by this event. The lackey reveals that his boss, Danae, is working with one of the Magistrates on the swirl operation. Niko threatens Jes and his friends with similar treatment if Jes does not continue to comply with his wishes. Later, he meets Danae who is visiting Aleia, and he confesses to Aleia what has been happening with Dax.


Flashback: The Institute

He is once again restrained in the lab. Matheson administers electrical shocks to Jes as he tries to maintain gravity fields to float designated objects.


Chapter Fourteen

Lura fetches Jes from rehearsal. The two go on a mission to break into the Magistrate’s office where he’s tasked with locating a particular file on a computer that is unhackable because it’s not on any network. The two get to know each other a bit during the mission. Jes uses his gravity powers and thieving skills to break into the office, and he successfully finds the information - the design of an emblem featuring a winged serpent eating its own tail. As he’s relaying the information to Lura, he’s almost caught by Magistrates on security rounds. He destroys security drones with his ability as they make their getaway. Back at the apartment, he finds his friends in a tense moment with Eronda. He agrees to accompany her to an art event she is uncomfortable attending alone.


Chapter Fifteen

Jes accompanies Eronda to the art exhibit of an Asuna artist living and working in exile. Jes learns more about Asuna culture, particularly the caste system and practice of exiling nonconformists. The two run into Niko, who requests a meeting with Eronda and her husband; she takes an instant dislike to him. Jes makes an excuse to get them away, an act which endears him to Eronda. They discuss Esmée’s decision, and Jes helps her come around to supporting Esmée’s choice to stay and perform with the circus.


Chapter Sixteen

Jasmine Jonah, to the surprise of everyone, posts a tour vlog about how excited she is to attend the opening night of the newly revamped Circus Infinite. The endorsement drives interest, ticket sales, and attracts a huge crowd, many of whom come in hopes to catch a glimpse of the popstar. At the afterparty, Jasmine and Aleia announce that acts from the circus will be incorporated into Jasmine’s stageshow for the remainder of its run in Port Ruby; the acts invited include Bo and the Triplets. Enovo rhapsodizes about the positives of hybrid culture, and Jes has conversations with Lura and Quash O-Thar, who makes a cryptic comment about “an event of significance” on the horizon.


Flashback: The Institute

He’s having outside time with Minu and Rosa, and they’re discussing the program they’re a part of. The Counsellor and two orderlies sedate and take Minu against his will, to conduct some sort of treatment on him.


Chapter Seventeen

The circus group chosen for Jasmine’s show prepares their acts with the popstar’s crew. Jes’ role in the triplets act raises some questions, as he doesn’t appear to be doing anything but playacting operating a fake control booth. Silas, in particular, is curious as to what Jes is even doing there. Afterwards, Jes spends the night at Bo’s place, and the two deepen their connection.





Flashback: The Institute

It’s a day in the lab, and Jes and Minu are asked to use their abilities in conjunction. The interaction of their powers causes Minu physical distress, which Jes can suss. Despite this, Matheson demands they continue.


Chapter Eighteen

Niko and Lura intercept Jes and Bo as the latter pair make their way to rehearsal. Niko demands that Jes join them on an errand. Bo, feeling protective of Jes, insists on accompanying them. They’re brought to Aleia’s club where a few of her henchman are bound and gagged, including the one previously tortured. Niko commands Jes to use his gravity power to crush them all, killing them. Bo encourages Jes to resist, and Jes refuses to comply. Lura kills the men with no compunction. Niko then has Jes use his power to collapse the building, which he does. Just as the encounter is winding down, Niko expresses disappointment that Jes failed to kill the men on request, and the price he exacts is stabbing Bo in his shoulder, severing tissue and tendons. Later, Jes informs Aleia of what’s happened to Bo, and Danae is in full freak out mode over the destruction of her club and killing of her men. Aleia refuses to help her sister with distributing her swirl stash.


Flashback: Minu and Rosa Fall Apart

Minu’s physical condition has worsened. In today’s lab session, all three subjects are instructed to use their abilities in conjunction. During the experiment, Minu accidentally dissolves Rosa. He then uses his ability on himself. Jes is now without his only friends in the Institute, after witnessing their demise.


Chapter Nineteen

The circus cast and crew attend a closing night party on board Jasmine Jonah’s private starcruiser. Bo is distracted and surly, given his injury, but puts on a brave face. Jasmine indicates she’d like to recruit Esmée for a future music project. Jojo shares that Silas will be leaving the tour and going back to work for the circus. Sussing the vibe between them, Jes discovers that Bo and Jojo once had a sexual relationship, which sends him into a spiral of doubt and self-loathing. He and Esmée have a heart-to-heart, which brings him around.


Flashback: Parents

It’s the day Jes realizes he has gravity powers. He shows his parents, and when he susses their relief, believes they’ll finally accept him. Instead, he’s drugged and restrained and when he comes to, he is being transferred to the custody of Matheson.

Chapter Twenty

Jes has settled into his role as host of the afterparty experience, which has become a popular attraction. Aleia meets with Niko and is shaken by the encounter - she asks Jes to meet her after closing. On his way to meet her, Jes is accosted by Moxo Thron, who witnessed the destruction of Danae’s club. Jes manifests a new ability - one rooted in his Rigellan background - and renders Moxo unconscious. Quash O-Thar and Essa, who witnessed the confrontation, tend to the fallen juggler while Jes meets with Aleia. Danae is there as well, and Jes is informed that Niko now wishes Aleia to distribute the Swirl through the circus’ operations. Jes recognizes the emblem on the cases as the one he discovered in the Magistrate’s office, and Danae realizes the stash of swirl labeled with this emblem is bait for a sting operation. The three come up with a plan to steal Niko’s codex and turn it over to the authorities. Later, at home, Jes learns that Esmée and Silas are beginning a relationship. He doesn’t trust Silas and makes his dislike known.


Chapter Twenty-One

Jes and Esmée convince her parents to take the meeting with Niko. They will serve as distraction and get him out of the office so that Jes can break in. While stealing the codex, Jes is interrupted by Lura, who decides to help him. She sees its time for Niko’s reign to end, and she herself is ready to move on to other endeavors.


Flashback: The Institute

Jes witnesses the dissection of Rosa’s body, certain Matheson let him see it on purpose. He decides it’s time for him to attempt an escape.


Chapter Twenty-Two

Enovo and Eronda depart for their homeworld, giddy that they played a role in bringing down the crimeboss, though they didn’t know that’s what they were doing by meeting with him. Quint and Essa invite Jes, Bo, Esmée and Silas to a weekend away in the forest. Jes is resentful of Silas coming along. Quash O-Thar summons Jes to his home, along with Moxo, who is unusually friendly with Jes. The ability Jes manifested erased him from Moxo’s memory, and now other memories are being effected. Quash O-Thar guides the two in a process to restore Moxo’s memory, after which the latter’s enmity towards Jes returns.


Flashback: Rosa

It’s before her death and Rosa is teaching Jes how to play a board game whose object is for each player to pass their piece through a transitional space, and achieve liberation.


Chapter Twenty-Three

Jes visits Niko in prison. The latter reveals that prior to rising to prominence as a “business leader” on this moon, he’d worked for the Institute. It was he who recruited Jes’ parents and contracted them to breed - Jes is the product of that union. Their whole relationship to each other, and to him, was transactional. This explains Niko’s fixation and possessiveness of Jes. As he leaves the station, Jes runs into Danae, who’s curiosity is piqued as to why Jes would go see the fallen crimeboss. He lets slip the group is going on a forest getaway.


Chapter Twenty-Four

The group enjoys their time in the forest. While on a hike, they must cross a rope-bridge, which fails. Jes uses his ability to save Quint and Silas from plunging into a gorge, and finally comes clean to Silas regarding his powers. Silas then reveals that he comes from a family of bounty hunters, and was aware of the bounty out on Jes, and had wondered if Jes was, indeed, the mark. He swears he’s told nobody about Jes, and the group believes him. Bo opens up to Jes regarding his fear that the injury inflicted by Niko will scuttle his performance career.


Flashback: Breakout

Jes breaks out of the Institute, using his gravity ability on the bodies of personnel, and collapsing the building around them. Matheson taunts him as he’s escaping.


Chapter Twenty-Five

Matheson and his team find Jes at the cabin and attack the group in an effort to apprehend him. The researcher reveals that Niko had been treated for a rare psychic disorder as a child, and had served the Institute in return. He also reveals that viral footage of the Triplets appearance on Jasmine Jonah’s stage led them to the moon, and while in the city, Danae was all too happy to share his whereabouts. Jes uses his ability against the Institute staff, taking several lives, including crushing Matheson with gravity and nearly creating a singularity. Quash O-Thar intervenes, and brings Jes into a gathering on a psychic plane of existence, where highly developed representatives of each species of the 9-Star Congress of Conscious Worlds invite Jes to train at an academy on the human world Indra. They stress a power such as Jes has cannot be left undisciplined.


Chapter Twenty-Six

Jes processes the choice before him with his friends, and all agree that leaving the circus and his friends behind in order to accept the invitation to train his ability is the right course.


Chapter Twenty-Seven

The circus cast and crew throw a going-away party for Jes, who experiences moments of closure with those he’s met. On the way to the spaceport, Esmée reveals that she’ll be recording songs to be produced by Jasmine. Bo’s future is uncertain. Jes departs from the same spaceport where he first arrived, and sets off to meet a greater destiny.
